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“We worked on both short-term challenges to reduce the impact of the crises, and on long-

term considerations to put the global economy back on the growth path.”

Nicolas Sarkozy, G20 Press Conference, Cannes , 4 November 2011

“We worked on both short-term challenges to reduce the impact of the crises, and on long-

term considerations to put the global economy back on the growth path.”

Nicolas Sarkozy, G20 Press Conference, Cannes , 4 November 2011

“We also made progress here in Cannes on our rebalancing agenda, in 

an important step forward.”

Barack Obama, G20 Press Conference, Cannes , 4 November 2011

“We also made progress here in Cannes on our rebalancing agenda, in 

an important step forward.”

Barack Obama, G20 Press Conference, Cannes , 4 November 2011

“First, I must thank the French Presidency with all my heart for its 

magnificent organization.”

Angela Merkel, G20 Press Conference, Cannes , 4 November 2011

“First, I must thank the French Presidency with all my heart for its 

magnificent organization.”
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“China actively supports France in this summit that it is 

hosting.”

Hu Jintao, French-Chinese Press Conference, Cannes, 3 November 2011

“China actively supports France in this summit that it is 

hosting.”

Hu Jintao, French-Chinese Press Conference, Cannes, 3 November 2011
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1. What are the G20 and the G8?

What they are notWhat they are

� International organizations: they do not lay 
down international law

� A substitute for the United Nations or the 
international community, nor are they a global 
board of directors 

� International organizations: they do not lay 
down international law

� A substitute for the United Nations or the 
international community, nor are they a global 
board of directors 

� Informal groups committed to finding 
effective, collective responses to global 
issues

� Coordinators, drivers and decision-makers 
behind agreements to be put to the relevant 
organizations for approval.

� Informal groups committed to finding 
effective, collective responses to global 
issues

� Coordinators, drivers and decision-makers 
behind agreements to be put to the relevant 
organizations for approval.

The G20 and the G8 are political powerhouses

for decisions and processes needed to meet the global challenges of 

the 21st century
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II. The G20 and the G8
2. Forums to address global issues

Global problems:

• The world is faced with new 

issues:

- Financial crisis,

- Macroeconomic 

imbalances,

- Food security,

- Development,

- Climate change, etc.

International 

cooperation:

• Today’s world needs more 

cooperation between key 

players and more assertive 

decision-making

• The G20 and the G8 have 

the ability, efficiency and 

legitimacy to meet these 

challenges

“Our states are faced with a simple, all-important question: Can we, together, build a 

safer, more prosperous and more just world for all its peoples?”

Nicolas Sarkozy, 18th Ambassadors’ Conference, August 2010
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2. Leadership for cooperation and effectiveness
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The G8 countries

The G8 is a forum of advanced economies that 

work together on: 

• Peace and security

• The partnership with Africa

• Common challenges (Internet, innovation, 

green growth, etc.)

The G8 is a forum of advanced economies that 

work together on: 

• Peace and security

• The partnership with Africa

• Common challenges (Internet, innovation, 

green growth, etc.)

The G20 countries
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I. The G20 and the G8
4.  Separate forums

The G20 is the premier forum for economic policy 

coordination: macroeconomics, financial 

regulation, development, global governance, etc.

The G20 is the premier forum for economic policy 

coordination: macroeconomics, financial 

regulation, development, global governance, etc.

The G20 and the G8 have distinct formats, agendas and objectives
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The focus of 
closer economic 

cooperation

� Washington (November 2008)

� London (April 2009)

� Pittsburgh (September 2009)

� Toronto (June 2010)

� Seoul (November 2010)

� Cannes (November 2011)

� Washington (November 2008)

� London (April 2009)

� Pittsburgh (September 2009)

� Toronto (June 2010)

� Seoul (November 2010)

� Cannes (November 2011)

The G20 was created during two world crises:

� A forum of finance ministers founded in 1999 in response to the Asian crisis

� A French initiative on behalf of the EU to elevate the G20 to the level of Heads of State and 
Government during the 2008 economic crisis

The G20 was created during two world crises:

� A forum of finance ministers founded in 1999 in response to the Asian crisis

� A French initiative on behalf of the EU to elevate the G20 to the level of Heads of State and 
Government during the 2008 economic crisis

A credible 
response

What is the 
G20?

The G20 is made up of the world’s 
leading economies, representing:

�85% of global GDP

�65% of the world’s population

�19 countries and the EU, covering five 
continents

�And including the participation of 
international organizations: UN, IMF, 
WB, OECD, WTO and ILO

The G20 is made up of the world’s 
leading economies, representing:

�85% of global GDP

�65% of the world’s population

�19 countries and the EU, covering five 
continents

�And including the participation of 
international organizations: UN, IMF, 
WB, OECD, WTO and ILO

I. The G20 and the G8
5.  The G20: new global governance (1/2)
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“We designated the G20 to be the premier forum for our 

international economic cooperation”
G20 Leaders Statement: The Pittsburgh Summit, 25 September 2009

The G20 has been 
behind some 

important 
achievements since its 

creation

• Rebalancing the financial system, which was on the verge of collapse

• Providing a coordinated response to the economic crisis

• Averting past mistakes (protectionism, etc.)

• Rebalancing the financial system, which was on the verge of collapse

• Providing a coordinated response to the economic crisis

• Averting past mistakes (protectionism, etc.)

The need for more 
supervision and 

regulation of 
globalization

• To  prevent systemic crises and secure stability, as the G20 did in 2008 in 

response to the most serious crisis since the 1930s

• To treat the causes of the crisis

• To steer our economies to strong, sustainable, balanced growth

• To  prevent systemic crises and secure stability, as the G20 did in 2008 in 

response to the most serious crisis since the 1930s

• To treat the causes of the crisis

• To steer our economies to strong, sustainable, balanced growth

I. The G20 and the G8
5.  The G20: new global governance (2/2)
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6. The G8: a group of advanced economies (1/2) 

“The G8 has demonstrated the capacity to design credible approaches to meet 

the challenges of our times. For over thirty years, it has shown that its collective 

will can be a powerful catalyst for sustainable change and progress”

Muskoka G8 Final Communiqué, June 2010

“The G8 has demonstrated the capacity to design credible approaches to meet 

the challenges of our times. For over thirty years, it has shown that its collective 

will can be a powerful catalyst for sustainable change and progress”

Muskoka G8 Final Communiqué, June 2010

• Created at France’s initiative in 1975 to tackle the first global oil crisis

• 65% of global GDP and three-quarters of global ODA (Official Development Assistance)

• An annual meeting of leaders for political impetus and direction

• The G8’s strengths: direct, informal discussions among leaders with common approaches and a shared purpose 

to do their duty to contribute to global security and development

I. The G20 and the G8
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Experience in global security and 
challenges

� A constantly evolving initial 

goal: coordinate economic 

policies

� One of the leading forums for 

steering international peace 

and security

� The agenda has gradually been 

extended to other global issues: 

energy, development, the 

environment, climate change, 

etc.

� A constantly evolving initial 

goal: coordinate economic 

policies

� One of the leading forums for 

steering international peace 

and security

� The agenda has gradually been 

extended to other global issues: 

energy, development, the 

environment, climate change, 

etc.

The major achievements include

� Growth in ODA, especially for 

Africa

� Cancellation of a large volume 

of the debt of heavily indebted 

and poor countries

� The establishment of a Global 

Fund to Fight AIDS, 

Tuberculosis and Malaria

� The Global Partnership against 

the Spread of Weapons and 

Materials of Mass Destruction

� Growth in ODA, especially for 

Africa

� Cancellation of a large volume 

of the debt of heavily indebted 

and poor countries

� The establishment of a Global 

Fund to Fight AIDS, 

Tuberculosis and Malaria

� The Global Partnership against 

the Spread of Weapons and 

Materials of Mass Destruction

A “new G8” in Deauville

� A forum of advanced economies 

with shared goals and common 

values

� A forum that is not an “informal 

board of governors” for the G20. 

The G8 concentrates on areas of 

common interest in which it can 

make a difference: political 

issues (Arab Spring) and the 

partnership with Africa

� An informal meeting where 

leaders can discuss future 

challenges face to face (Internet, 

green growth, innovation, etc.)

� A forum of advanced economies 

with shared goals and common 

values

� A forum that is not an “informal 

board of governors” for the G20. 

The G8 concentrates on areas of 

common interest in which it can 

make a difference: political 

issues (Arab Spring) and the 

partnership with Africa

� An informal meeting where 

leaders can discuss future 

challenges face to face (Internet, 

green growth, innovation, etc.)

I. The G20 and the G8
6. The G8: a group of advanced economies (2/2) 
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I. The G20 and the G8

II. The G20 in Cannes

III. The G8 in Deauville

IV. Our approach: an open, inclusive Presidency

1. A quick, efficient , global response to the crisis

2. The groundwork to meet the challenges of the 21st century



13

II. The G20 in Cannes
1. A quick, efficient, global response to the crisis

� A series of European meetings alongside 
the Cannes Summit

� A response to concerns over Greece and 
Italy

� Support from the G20 for recovery from the 
crisis

� A series of European meetings alongside 
the Cannes Summit

� A response to concerns over Greece and 
Italy

� Support from the G20 for recovery from the 
crisis

� Italy’s commitments to deal with the debt crisis

� The Italian decision to ask the European 
Commission and the IMF to evaluate the 
implementation of its commitments

� The G20 agreement to scale up the IMF’s resources, 
supervision and instruments (new credit line) 

� Italy’s commitments to deal with the debt crisis

� The Italian decision to ask the European 
Commission and the IMF to evaluate the 
implementation of its commitments

� The G20 agreement to scale up the IMF’s resources, 
supervision and instruments (new credit line) 

A response to 
the eurozone 

crisis

Implementing the 
eurozone 

agreement of 27 
October 2011

� A message of commitment to Greece 
staying in the eurozone

� A sound, united, inclusive Europe

� France and Germany vow to fight for 
Europe and the euro

� A message of commitment to Greece 
staying in the eurozone

� A sound, united, inclusive Europe

� France and Germany vow to fight for 
Europe and the euro

Scaling up IMF 
supervision and 

resources
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2. The groundwork to meet the challenges of the 21st century (1/4)

Financial regulation

Economic 

coordination
� Coordinate our 

macroeconomic policies

� Reform the international 

monetary system (IMS)

� Adapt and improve the IMF’s 

response resources and 

capacities

� Coordinate our 

macroeconomic policies

� Reform the international 

monetary system (IMS)

� Adapt and improve the IMF’s 

response resources and 

capacities

� An action plan for growth that 

precisely and concretely 

coordinates our respective 

economic policies based on 

each player’s situation

� The reform of the IMS: review 

of the currency basket (SDR) in 

2015, commitment to gradual 

yuan convertibility and 

framework for the management 

of capital flows

� Scaling up of the IMF’s 

resources, tools and 

supervision, with a short-term 

liquidity line in particular

� An action plan for growth that 

precisely and concretely 

coordinates our respective 

economic policies based on 

each player’s situation

� The reform of the IMS: review 

of the currency basket (SDR) in 

2015, commitment to gradual 

yuan convertibility and 

framework for the management 

of capital flows

� Scaling up of the IMF’s 

resources, tools and 

supervision, with a short-term 

liquidity line in particular

Challenges Outcomes

Development

II. The G20 in Cannes
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Development

Financial regulation

Economic 

coordination � Prevent and improve the 

management of systemic 

financial crises

� Tackle non-cooperative 

jurisdictions and reduce 

regulatory grey areas

� Combat excess commodity 

price volatility and guarantee 

producers a living wage

� Prevent and improve the 

management of systemic 

financial crises

� Tackle non-cooperative 

jurisdictions and reduce 

regulatory grey areas

� Combat excess commodity 

price volatility and guarantee 

producers a living wage

� Greater regulation, supervision 

and transparency for the 29 

most systemically important 

financial institutions

� Tax transparency, progress 

report and identification of 11 

jurisdictions with inadequate 

standards

� Regulation of the commodity 

derivatives markets (with 

position limits) and market 

transparency, with a database 

on foodstuff stocks and 

production (AMIS)

� Greater regulation, supervision 

and transparency for the 29 

most systemically important 

financial institutions

� Tax transparency, progress 

report and identification of 11 

jurisdictions with inadequate 

standards

� Regulation of the commodity 

derivatives markets (with 

position limits) and market 

transparency, with a database 

on foodstuff stocks and 

production (AMIS)

Challenges Outcomes

2. The groundwork to meet the challenges of the 21st century (2/4)

II. The G20 in Cannes
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Development

Financial regulation

Economic 

coordination

Challenges

� Improve food security

� Lift obstacles to building 

infrastructures

� More fully incorporate the 

social dimension of 

globalization

� Find new financing for 

development

� Improve food security

� Lift obstacles to building 

infrastructures

� More fully incorporate the 

social dimension of 

globalization

� Find new financing for 

development

Outcomes

� Prepositioned emergency 

humanitarian stocks and an end 

to restrictions on exports 

purchased for the WFP

� Support for  the implementation 

of 11 exemplary infrastructure 

projects

� Closer employment cooperation 

and recognition of the 

importance of social protection 

floors

� Recognition of the need for 

innovative financing and 

associated initiatives, including 

the financial transactions tax 

(FTT)

� Prepositioned emergency 

humanitarian stocks and an end 

to restrictions on exports 

purchased for the WFP

� Support for  the implementation 

of 11 exemplary infrastructure 

projects

� Closer employment cooperation 

and recognition of the 

importance of social protection 

floors

� Recognition of the need for 

innovative financing and 

associated initiatives, including 

the financial transactions tax 

(FTT)

2. The groundwork to meet the challenges of the 21st century (3/4)

II. The G20 in Cannes
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II. The G20 in Cannes

The reform of global governance – a historic, cross-cutting agenda for the G20:

• Since 2008, the G20 has driven the IMF and World Bank reforms and created the Financial Stability Board

• In 2011, the French Presidency asked the UK Prime Minister for a report on the subject

The reform of global governance – a historic, cross-cutting agenda for the G20:

• Since 2008, the G20 has driven the IMF and World Bank reforms and created the Financial Stability Board

• In 2011, the French Presidency asked the UK Prime Minister for a report on the subject

2. The groundwork to meet the challenges of the 21st century (4/4)
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II. The G20 in Cannes
3. Beyond Cannes: the Mexican Presidency of the G20 in 2012

� The G20 Summit in Los Cabos on 18 and 19 June 2012

� The G20 finance minister meetings on 14 and 15 February 2012, on the sidelines of the 
IMF and World Bank spring and autumn meetings, and in Mexico on 4 and 5 November

� A G20 labour-employment minister meeting in April 2012

� The G20 Summit in Los Cabos on 18 and 19 June 2012

� The G20 finance minister meetings on 14 and 15 February 2012, on the sidelines of the 
IMF and World Bank spring and autumn meetings, and in Mexico on 4 and 5 November

� A G20 labour-employment minister meeting in April 2012

� In Cannes, the G20 decided to formalize the Troika

� France will therefore play a strategic role in developing the work programme for the 
G20 in 2012

� In Cannes, the G20 decided to formalize the Troika

� France will therefore play a strategic role in developing the work programme for the 
G20 in 2012

An agenda to 
take work 
forward

The priorities 
presented by Mexico 
are consistent with 

our presidency

� Taking forward the work started at the G20

� Economic growth and stability

� International trade and imbalances, tied in with exchange rates

� Financial regulation and strengthening the role of the IMF

� Food security

� Curbing climate change for sustainable development

� Taking forward the work started at the G20

� Economic growth and stability

� International trade and imbalances, tied in with exchange rates

� Financial regulation and strengthening the role of the IMF

� Food security

� Curbing climate change for sustainable development

Strengthening the 
role of the Troika
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I. The G20 and the G8

III. The G8 in Deauville

II. The G20 in Cannes

IV. Our approach: an open, inclusive presidency

1. A “new G8” refocused on the common challenges

2. Renewed commitment for freedom and democracy

3. A summit for solidarity and protection
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III. The G8 in Deauville

A summit for 

solidarity and 

protection

Renewed 

commitment for 

freedom and 

democracy

Take up the new 

common challenges
� Promote global thinking on all 

Internet-related issues

� Further the new springboards 

for growth such as innovation

and green growth

� Promote global thinking on all 

Internet-related issues

� Further the new springboards 

for growth such as innovation

and green growth

� An e-G8 summit attended by all 

the Internet players, who made 

recommendations on freedom, 

transparency, regulation and 

intellectual property to the 

Heads of State and 

Government for discussion in 

Deauville

� Closer cooperation on global 

warming, green growth and 

innovation on the road to the 

Durban climate conference

� An e-G8 summit attended by all 

the Internet players, who made 

recommendations on freedom, 

transparency, regulation and 

intellectual property to the 

Heads of State and 

Government for discussion in 

Deauville

� Closer cooperation on global 

warming, green growth and 

innovation on the road to the 

Durban climate conference

1. A “new G8” refocused on the common challenges 

Challenges Outcomes



21

A summit for 

solidarity and 

protection

Renewed 

commitment for 

freedom and 

democracy

Take up the new 

common challenges � Respond to the Arab Spring’s  

movement for freedom and 

democracy

� Support the countries on the 

road to democracy

� Support free elections 

worldwide, especially in Africa in 

2011 and 2012 with the G8 

Partnership with Africa

� Respond to the Arab Spring’s  

movement for freedom and 

democracy

� Support the countries on the 

road to democracy

� Support free elections 

worldwide, especially in Africa in 

2011 and 2012 with the G8 

Partnership with Africa

� Launch of the Deauville 

Partnership to provide Arab 

countries with political and 

economic assistance for their 

democratic transitions

� Invitation to the prime ministers 

of Egypt and Tunisia to attend 

Deauville, in addition to three 

newly democratically elected 

African presidents of Côte 

d’Ivoire, Guinea and Niger

� Consideration of Africa’s role in 

global governance

� Launch of the Deauville 

Partnership to provide Arab 

countries with political and 

economic assistance for their 

democratic transitions

� Invitation to the prime ministers 

of Egypt and Tunisia to attend 

Deauville, in addition to three 

newly democratically elected 

African presidents of Côte 

d’Ivoire, Guinea and Niger

� Consideration of Africa’s role in 

global governance

Challenges Our approach

III. The G8 in Deauville
2. Renewed commitment for freedom and democracy
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A summit for 

solidarity and 

protection

Renewed 

commitment for 

freedom and 

democracy

Take up the new 

common challenges
� Support growth on a 

sustainable basis and 

encourage the development of 

the private sector as a driving 

force for growth in Africa

� Express G8 solidarity with Japan 

following the Fukushima 

accident and step up nuclear 

safety

� Combat all new cocaine 

trafficking routes between Latin 

America, West Africa and 

Europe

� Support growth on a 

sustainable basis and 

encourage the development of 

the private sector as a driving 

force for growth in Africa

� Express G8 solidarity with Japan 

following the Fukushima 

accident and step up nuclear 

safety

� Combat all new cocaine 

trafficking routes between Latin 

America, West Africa and 

Europe

� First G8/Africa joint declaration, 

which reshapes the partnership 

on the basis of common values 

(democracy, freedom, etc.) and 

shared responsibility

� Closer cooperation over nuclear 

safety and financing of the  

Chernobyl confinement work

� G8 Action Plan extended to the 

countries concerned to combat 

all new drug trafficking routes, 

especially for cocaine

� First G8/Africa joint declaration, 

which reshapes the partnership 

on the basis of common values 

(democracy, freedom, etc.) and 

shared responsibility

� Closer cooperation over nuclear 

safety and financing of the  

Chernobyl confinement work

� G8 Action Plan extended to the 

countries concerned to combat 

all new drug trafficking routes, 

especially for cocaine

Challenges Our approach

III. The G8 in Deauville
3. A summit for solidarity and protection
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I. The G20 and the G8

II. Our ambition for the G20

1. Our working method for the French Presidency

2. A presidency in tune with our partners and civil society

IV.Our approach: an open, inclusive presidency

III. Our ambition for the G8
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IV. Our approach: an open, inclusive presidency
1. The French Presidency’s method

The EU

� Close coordination with the EU

� Participation of presidents 

Barroso (European Commission) 

and Van Rompuy (European 

Council) in the Deauville and 

Cannes summits

� Small meetings on the sidelines of 

the G20 to involve the eurozone

� Close coordination with the EU

� Participation of presidents 

Barroso (European Commission) 

and Van Rompuy (European 

Council) in the Deauville and 

Cannes summits

� Small meetings on the sidelines of 

the G20 to involve the eurozone

G20 partners

� Extensive dialogue with the 

United Nations and international 

organizations

� Partners entrusted with 

assignments, reports, chairs of 

working groups and meetings 

(meeting on currencies in China, 

D. Cameron’s report on 

governance, etc.)

� Extensive dialogue with the 

United Nations and international 

organizations

� Partners entrusted with 

assignments, reports, chairs of 

working groups and meetings 

(meeting on currencies in China, 

D. Cameron’s report on 

governance, etc.)

Non-G20 partners

� Five countries invited: Spain 

(permanent guest), the United 

Arab Emirates (GCC) for Asia, 

Ethiopia (NEPAD) and Equatorial 

Guinea (AU) for Africa, and 

Singapore (3G) for relations with 

United Nations members

� Regular consultations with our 

partners

� Five countries invited: Spain 

(permanent guest), the United 

Arab Emirates (GCC) for Asia, 

Ethiopia (NEPAD) and Equatorial 

Guinea (AU) for Africa, and 

Singapore (3G) for relations with 

United Nations members

� Regular consultations with our 

partners

Summits prepared in close cooperation with our partners

“The G20 is not an island”
Nicolas Sarkozy, July 2011

“The G20 is not an island”
Nicolas Sarkozy, July 2011
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IV. Our approach: an open, inclusive presidency
2. A presidency in tune with our partners and civil society

The G20 and G8 summits were 
prepared in 2011 to meet the 

needs and interests of the 
people

Extensive 
consultations with 

civil society

• A transparent, inclusive, attentive 
Presidency that consulted 
extensively with civil society: 
businesses (B20), unions (L20), 
NGOs, associations, etc.

Focus on concrete 
issues

• The French Presidency sought to be 
as open and responsible as possible 
to be able to adopt concrete 
solutions that really work
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“We wanted a change from a crisis G20 to a constructive G20. We had a crisis 

and constructive G20.”

Nicolas Sarkozy, President of the French Republic 

Thank you




